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I have ever come across. He came down here for the
Civil Service and Artists' Corps, and has provided
everything for them (including pews at church), conveyed
them everywhere, and in fact done for them better,
and cheaper by at least 50 per cent, than any other
corps. Now a staff of a dozen or half a dozen such
men as these, for commissariat and transit purposes,
would, I should think, be useful and popular, and would
show all right-minded people that there is no feeling
against giving us all the chances we are fit for. The
question, of course a far graver one, of a staff for purely
military purposes ought not, I think, to be mooted yet
if we can help it* With another year or two's ex-
perience such men as Colville, Shaw, Gooch, etc., will be
thoroughly appreciated by our officers and men and
will appreciate us, and then either the desire for a staff
will die out or the creation thereof will do no harm
and raise no antagonistic feeling.

All this I hope will not bore you ; or, rather, I am
sure it won't. One gets so few chances of feeling the
collective Volunteer pulse that it is worth while to
tabulate results and look ahead. I forgot to say
that McMurdo's staff, Erskine, the gallantest and
handsomest of men, Harman, etc., were beyond praise
everywhere, but they are scarcely pure regulars by this
time, and have a sort of sympathy for us which partially
blinds and disqualifies them.

I have a deal to do and nothing more particular to
say, except our united loves to your wife, and hopes
that you are having a good time (as the Sovereign Prince
used to say). . . ; When we meet I shall have much
more to say concerning the review, and the future of
the V.S, Meantime bye bye.

Ever yours affectionately, THOS, HUGHES.